
THE
EXECUTIVE

SUMMARY

J his managementplanwaspreparedfor theGulf
of the FarallonesNationalMarine Sanctuary—
oneof two suchsanctuariesin California. (The
othersite is theChannelIslandsNationalMarine

Sanctuaryin southernCalifornia.) Nationalmarine
sanctuariesareoceanareasprotectedandmanagedfor
their significant natural and cultural resourcesand
human uses. Managementgenerally consists of
environmentaleducationactivities, researchthat
focuseson marine issues,and bettercoordination
amongregulatoryagencies.Managementalsoincreases
protectionofmarinepopulationsandhahitatsthrough
monit ~ringandc~~ntingencvplanning.

TheGulf oftheFarallonesNationalMarineSanc-
tuarv encompasses948 sLluarenauticalmiles ol near-
shoreandottshorewatersof the easternPacific. The
areawasdesignatedin 1981 in accordancewith Title
III of theMarinePmtection,Research,andSanctuaries
Act.This managementplan isameansof ensuringthat
theactivitiesplannedfor thesanctuaryover thenext
tenyearscomply with theoverallintentoftheprogram
andtheobjectivesstatedin the Final Ent’ironrnental
ImpactStatement(NationalOceanicandAtmospheric
Administration 1980)for the site’s designation.



Objectives

The plan updatcsthe goals and objcctivesfor the
s~inctuaryaspresentedin the~ EnvironmentalImpact
Statcmc~lt(~\TationalOceanicandAtmosphericAdmin-
iStflltli)fl 1~)8C~).The improvedprotectionofthemarine
environmentandre~()ut•cesot’thesanctu~irvis thegeneral
cr~~~ ~ivenhiL~liestI~riorit\.Compatiblemultiple useof
tHeoceanarcu, increasedpublicawarenessandsupport,
and~imanagement-orientedresearchprogramareother
importantandcomplementary~oals.In theplan,detailed
(‘ hjectivc~~:ire pn’vided1~reachgi. )ai whichrepresentclear
tar~vetsa~~ain~t~vhichthesucccssof theprogramcanbe
evaluated.

Sanctuary Environment and Resources

Locatedin thewatersjustnorthofSanFrancisco,the
GulfoftheFarallonesNationalMarineSanctuarypro-
videsmany examplesof the marinelife and habitats
characteristicofthecoldtemperatewatersoftheeastern
Pacificmarineregionthatextendsfrom PointConcep-
ti()fl tO British Columbia.

Mostofthesanctuarylies in theGulfoftheF~irallones
betweenthewesternedgesofthecontinentalshelfand
thecoastso~MannandSonomacounties.Someof the
largestandmostdiverseeasternPacificpopulationsof
seahirdsand pinnipeds(sealsand sea lions) south of
Alaskaoccurin theGulf. LargeflocksofCassin’saukiets,
common murres, \vesterngulls, and the endangered
brownpelicanfeedon thesmallfishandcrustaceansthat
areabundantin thestirt~cewatersofthcsanctuary.These
food resourcesalso supportCalifornia’slargestbreeding
populationofharhorsealsanda rapidlygrowingpopula-
tionotnorthernelephantseals.Largenumbersofwhales
anddolphins,including theCaliforniagraywhaleand
thePacifichumpbackwhalepopulation,arcfoundin the
area.Therearemanyothersignificantnearshorehabitats
representedwithin thesanctilarysuchas theextensive
wetlandsof TomalesBa~’andBolinasLagoonandthe
largeintertidalandsubtidalreefatDuxburyReef.A corn-
pletespectrumof marinehabitatsrangingfrom thein-
tertidal tO thepelagicanddeepoceanicenvironments
canthereforebe found within this sanctuary

Marine Uses

Thesanctuaryalso illustrateshow theoceanandits
resourcesare importantfor theeconomicandsocialwell-
beingofa region.Theareasupportsmanylargecommer-
cial fisheriesincluding a largepercentageof SanFran-
cisco’sbottorn-trawlingandsalrnon-trclling~leet.Sport
fishing for salmon,rockfish,andotherspedesis avery
popularactivity thatgeneratesrevenuefor thepartyboat
fleetsoperatingoutofSanFranciscoBay, HalfMoonBay,
andBodegaBa~\X’halewatchingandoffshoreexcursions
areotherusesofthesanctuarythataresteadilygrowing
in popularity.And ofcourse,thesanctuarycontainssome
of the westcoast~sbusiestshippinglanes.

While thesanctuarycontinuesto provide relatively
undisturbedandnaturalhabitatsfor marinelife, recent
observationsandongoingresearchindicatesomechanges
thatareofparticularconcernforsanctuarymanagement.
Thereis. for example,a needto betterunderstandthe
long-termeffectsof potentialaccidentaloil spills and
chronicpollution of resources,sincethesearestill poor-
ly understood~Increasingnumbersolseabirdsandsmall
cetaceanssuchas theharborporpoisebecomeentangled
in gill nets,but the effects of this incidentaltakeon
populationsarenot known.

Theplanidentifiesmany otherconcernsor issuesfor
sanctuarymanagementsuch as the lack of public
awarenessofthesite’sexistenceandtheneedfor greater
coordinationamongtheagenciesthathavejurisdiction
within thearea.Theseissuesandothersarethebasisfor
anactionplanthatisorganizedinto threeprogramareas:
resourceprotection,research,and interpretationand
education.

ManagementConcerns
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Theresourceprotectionprogramaddressesinacom-
prehensivemannertheproblemsthathavebeenaffec-
tinghabitatsor populationswithin thesanctuaryin re-
centyears.Specificmeasuresinclude:

• apublicinformationprogramaimedatdisseminating
marineresourceregulationsandpolicies includingex-
isting laws and guidelinesmutually enforcedby col-
laboratingagencies;

• moreeffectiveanddirected“on-the-water”surveillance
andenforcementof regulations;

• proceduresforacoordinatedreviewandevaluationof
policy revisions and/or proposednew activities and
developmentsthatcouldaffect sanctuaryresources;

• improved contingencyplanning and additional
measuresfor emergencyresponseto dealwith acciden-
tal dischargeof pollutants;

• developmentof amanagement-orientedinformation
basethatcanbeusedfor monitoringorasa readilyac-
cessiblebaselinefor making policies.

Scientific researchisencouragedat thesanctuary,par-
ticularly where researchresults canhelp resolvekey
managementquestions.The plan outlines general
prioritiesfor researchfor thenextdecade.Theseinclude:

• baselinestudiesforpopulationsandhabitatswhose
presencewerecritical in thesanctuary’sdesignation,yet
whosedistributionsandotherbasiccharacteristicsre-
mainpoorly understood;

• directedmonitoring studiesfocusingon indicator
speciesandrepresentativehabitatsandundertakenjoint-
ly with otheragencies;

• analyticalstudiesaimedat determiningthe causeof
a condition or impact (in a specific populationfor
example).

Theprogramincludesadditionalproceduresaimedat
ensuringthat researchprojectsaddressmanagement
issuesandthatresultsareeffectivelyintegratedinto the
educationand resourceprotectionprograms.

ResourceProtection Research
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Interpretation and Education Administration
Environmentaleducationandinterpretativeeffortsat

locationsoverlookingthe sanctuary,within the sanc-
tuary,and in thebroaderSanFranciscoBayareaarean
importantcomponentoftheplan.Theaim istodevelop
aprogramthatcanleadto activeandwidespreadpublic
support.

Themainactivitiesincludedin theplanareasfollows:

• design and production of high-quality printed
materialssuchasbrochuresandpostersthatcanbeused
for generalprogramorientationandin public outreach;

• specialsanctuaryoffshoreexcursionsandcoastalwalks;

• lectureseriesandspecialfield seminars;

• designandproductionof outdoorwaysidepanelsto
be locatedat pointsoverlookingthesanctuary;

• designandproductionof exhibitsandaudio-visual
presentationstobeusedin regionaleducationalfacilities;

• coveragein thelocalmediaandBayAreapromotional
publications;

• investigatingtheneedfor anadditionalvisitor facility.

TheMarineandEstuarineManagementDivision will
undertakemanyoftheseactivitiesincollaborationwith
the extensivelocal networkof privatenon-profit and
publicorganizationsthatoffereducationalservicesin the
SanFranciscoBay area.

Theadministrationofthesanctuaryis theresponsibili-
tyoftheMarineandEstuarineManagementDivisionof
theNationalOceanicandAtmosphericAdministration
andits on-sitestaff.TheDivision coordinatesactivities,
designs and implementsprograms,and determines
priorities for educationand research.The California
Departmentof FishandGameis theagencyauthorized
toconducton-sitesurveillanceandenforcementwithin
thesanctuaryunderanagreementwith theDivision. The
NationalPark Serviceprovidesassistanceto the Divi-
sionin day-to-dayadministration,anddevelopingand
implementingtheeducationprogram,on-siteinterpreta-
tion, andthe researchprogram.

Theemergenceofnewissuesmayaffectspecificaspects
of sanctuarymanagementas describedin this plan.
However,theoverallgoals,managementobjectives,and
guidelineswill continueto berelevantandall actions
will continueto beasteptowardsrealizingthelong-term
resourceprotectiongoal.Duringthenextfewyears,the
aim is to carefully adjust the plan to changingcir-
cumstancesandpossiblyexpandit withnewprograms
in light of theexperiencegainedin actualmanagement
andwith thesupportof otheragenciesandthepublic.
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About this plan..,
Thismanagementplan isdesignedto informsanctuary
users and the general public about the Gulf of the
FarallonesNationalMarine Sanctuaryandthevarious
activitiesthatareplannedforthesiteovertime.TheFinal
EnvironmentalImpactStatementand final regulations
establishedthesanctuaryboundaryandregulatorycon-
trols, with thesanctuaryformally beingdesignatedin
1981.Thisplanservestoguidetheagenciesresponsible
for sanctuarymanagementin implementingthe goals
andobjectivesstatedin theFinal EnvironmentalImpact
Statement.

TheNationalMarineSanctuaryProgramis responsi-
ble for the review andperiodicupdateof this plan so
that it reflectsthe informationandexperiencegained
throughsanctuaryoperations.Readersareinvitedtocon-
tributetheircommentsandsuggestionstothis ongoing
process.For further information aboutthe sanctuary,
readersmay contact:

SanctuaryManager
Gulf of the Farallones

National Marine Sanctuary
Fort Mason,Building 201

San Francisco,California94123
(415) 556-3509

Marine andEstuarineManagementDivision
Office of OceanandCoastalResourceManagement
NationalOceanicandAtmosphericAdministration

1825 ConnecticutStreet,N.W.
Washington,D.C. 20235

(202) 673-5126
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